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PROGRAMME NOTES

This is the third piece in the trilogy following The Story of the Great White Horse (2024) 
and The Moonrakers (2025). The Sanctuary Stones is also set in ancient Wiltshire in the 
South West of England. Stonehenge is a iconic monument known the world over, but 
standing for around 6,000 years its origins are lost in time. In this area there are even older 
standing stones with curious names including ‘The Sanctuary Stones’.

Hybrida - half insect, half human - calls the Dryads, the mythical creatures of the forests - 
into the protection of the Sanctuary Stones. Here, as the mid-winter sun starts to rise they 
transform into beautiful butterflies. But even in the day they are not safe because the evil 
Ravens appear and chase their prey. When one of the butterflies is abducted, Hybrida 
realises that the only way they can survive is to transform one more time and build a 
stronger sanctuary - even if this means they will also lose the ability to fly. 

That night as the Aurora Borealis appears in the sky, its magical power inspires the 
butterflies to transform again - and this time into Druids. Finally, we see an incredible new 
structure emerging out of the mists as the sun rises on Solstice Day.

The story explores the themes of metamorphosis and adaptation in the face of danger, and 
how it is only possible to move forward and develop through working together, 
compromising and letting go of our past selves.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
1. The Sanctuary Stones
2. Welcome the Sun
3. The Quick and the Dead
4. Compromise
5. Aurora Borealis
6. Solstice
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