
THE MOONRAKERS
For young voices, narrator/singer, dancer

Music by Nicholas Keyworth
Words by Philip Jamieson

PROGRAMME NOTES

A companion piece to The Story of the Great White Horse (2024), The Moonrakers also 
has its roots lost in the time of ancient Wiltshire in the South West of England. On one 
level the Moonrakers tale is based on an old folk tale of smugglers, contraband and secret 
pathways, but on another level it goes back even further in time and unravels the mystery 
of how the moon was once lost, and then found…

The huge circular pond in the sleepy town of Devizes is home to many life forms including 
ducklings, goslings, cygnets and moorhen chicks. These pond dwellers believe that 
watching them from far above are the planets, keeping them safe and holding everything 
in balance. But one day everything changes when a terrible storm results in the moon 
being trapped in the pond!

This show touches on the fragility of nature and how devastating changing climate can be 
on our lives. There is a final realisation that the answers do not rely on external forces but 
that the solution lies beneath our feet. It is only by looking after nature, and our planet 
Earth that we can truly have the safety and security we need for our futures.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
1. Introduction
2. Peaceful Pond
3. Song of the Storm
4. Ba-Da-Dam
5. The Moon
6. Moon-Catching Dances
7. Mighty Oaks
8. Nature has the Answers
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